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in this unprecedented masterwork the scholar s haggadah ashkenazic sephardic and oriental versions heinrich guggenheimer presents the
first haggadah to treat the texts of all jewish groups on an equal footing and to use their divergences and concurrences as a key to the
history of the text and an understanding of its development the seder the ceremony of the passover night is one of the most universally
celebrated rituals among jewish families for what it commemorates jewish freedom from bondage is the glue that bonds all jews
together traditional and modern ashkenazic and sephardic alike in the book of exodus the jewish people are instructed to tell their
children of how god brought the israelites out of slavery from egypt and thousands of years later this timeless tradition remains an
immutable factor in jewish homes on passover night while many commentaries have been written on the haggadah during the last one
thousand years most delineating the spiritual meaning or the ritual details of the passover ceremonies few historical investigations have
dealt with texts that are not wholly ashkenazic available for the first time to the reader is a haggadah that includes the customs and
ceremonies of not only ashkenazic and sephardic jewry but of yemenite jews as well additionally the author provides a commentary
that not only offers a key to the roots of the passover ceremonies and an introduction to the thought and practice of talmudic rabbinic
judaism but also presents a history of the development of text and practice of the seder celebration while yemenite jewry still follows
texts and prescriptions of maimonides practically in their original form unchanged for at least 800 years european ashkenazic and
sephardic practices have undergone many changes while the history of yemenite jews is riddled with oppression and migration the
moslem rulers of their country never extended their persecutions to jewish books on the other hand the history of european jews is
dominated by

this empowering resource for the spiritual revival of our times enables us to find deeper meaning in one of judaism s most beloved
traditions the passover seder this haggadah commentary adds layer upon layer of new insight to the age old celebration of the journey
from slavery to freedom and makes its power accessible to all it features traditional hebrew text with a new translation designed to let
people know exactly what the haggadah says introductory essays help the reader understand the historical roots of the ancient holiday
the development of the haggadah and how to make sense out of texts and customs that evolved over more than a thousand years
framed with beautifully designed talmud style pages my people s passover haggadah features commentaries by scholars from all
denominations of judaism readers are treated to insights by experts in such fields as the haggadah s history its biblical roots its
confrontation with modernity and its relationship to rabbinic midrash and jewish law feminism chasidism theology and kabbalah no
other volume provides the english language reader with such wide ranging understanding of the haggadah the key to having the most
meaningful seder ever

how do jews pray and why what do the prayers mean from where did this liturgy come and what challenges does it face today such
questions and many more spanning the centuries and continents have driven the study of jewish liturgy but just as the liturgy has
changed over time so too have the questions asked the people asking them and the methods used to address them jewish liturgy a guide
to research enables the reader to access the rich bibliography now available in english in this volume ruth langer an expert on jewish
liturgy provides an annotated description of the most important books and articles on topics ranging historically from the liturgy of
the second temple period and the dead sea scrolls to today addressing the synagogue itself and those gathered in it the daily weekly and
festival liturgies and their components home rituals and the life cycle as well as questions of liturgical performance and theology
introductions to every section orient the reader and provide necessary background christians seeking to understand jewish liturgy
either that of jesus and the early church or that of their jewish contemporaries will find this volume invaluable it s also an important
reference for anyone seeking to understand how jews worship god and how that worship has evolved over time
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between the third to seventh centuries of the common era jewish communities throughout the eastern mediterranean began to adorn
their synagogues with figural illustrations inspired by the hebrew bible although the bible had long been the cornerstone of jewish life
it was only in late antiquity that its patriarchs prophets and heroes entered the jewish visual lexicon through careful consideration of
the rich history of jewish biblical interpretation alongside similar motifs in near eastern greco roman and christian visual culture this
book challenges the reader to consider the relationship between late antique jewish biblical art synagogue rituals rabbinic teachings and
exemplary paradigms

through an innovative synthesis of narrative critique oral formulaic study folkloric research and literary analysis kristen h lindbeck
reads all the elijah narratives in the babylonian talmud and details the rise of a distinct quasi angelic figure who takes pleasure in
ordinary interaction during the talmudic period of 50 500 c e elijah developed into a recognizable character quite different from the
elijah of the bible the elijah of the talmud dispenses wisdom advice and like the elijah of jewish folklore helps people directly even with
material gifts lindbeck highlights particular features of the elijah stories allowing them to be grouped into generic categories and
considered alongside rabbinic literary motifs and non jewish traditions of late antiquity she compares elijah in the babylonian talmud
to a range of characters angels rabbis wonder workers the angel of death christian saints and even the greek god hermes she concludes
with a survey of elijah s diverse roles from medieval times to today throwing into brilliant relief the complex relationship between
ancient elijah traditions and later folktales and liturgy that show elijah bringing benefits and blessings appearing at circumcisions and
passover and visiting households after the sabbath

a world list of books in the english language

studies on the haggadah is based on the teachings of one of the outstanding torah teachers of our generation nechama leibowitz
presenting over 100 analytical questions relating to the seder and the exodus from egypt
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